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"We «re the Brethren" 

BT KM 1:1 LK. 

"We aro the Brethren" that ihe people have 
nicknamed progressives. This is si in ply not true ; 
plant rend the tit I.- page of the Evangelist "Go 
on to perfection ;" and do not be ashamed so soon. 
Kemembcr progression was assigned in your plat- 
form, and yon were proud and boasted over the 
same. A thing of yesterday is not so soon forgot- 
ten. And the name you say you adopted at Day- 
ton : you are forced to put a handle to it ; as the 
name Brethren did. and does to-day only include 
relationship. So when I ask To what church do 
you belong? Ton must say: The Progressive 
Brethren. 

Here is your old or first name, or hindlu at- 
tached to your new name. So you and the Camp- 
bellites, as far as the original name is concerned, 
(stand equal in height. They called themselves 
Christian?. You are ashamed of yonr legitimate 
name as they, and call yourselves "The Brethren.* 
Progression is of Got! ; but it seems you don't 
like that name, and f will tell you why; because 
you could not deceive so many. The robber will 
not talk Quaker language in order to deceive and 
take his purse; sometimes he sails under the 
American flag, and thus takes the advantage. 

"We are the Brethren scripturally, we take a 
scrip! ure name, "Brethren," and throw away the 
milium name, "German Baptists." And Oh, how 
shallow the same as saying John the Baptist is 
net a scripture name, and you th rowed it away ; 
yes. you th rowed it away. A name you never had, 
and by which you wae never called. Yon sold 
your birthright, and have nothing to throw away. 

"We are Hie Brethren Historically." If this 
were true, I would get the idea that yon were the 
Apostolic Catholic Brethren. And if so, why go 
back to Alox. Mack and quote from him, and prize 
yourselves you did not want another human or- 
ganization. Why build on human authority ? But 
you are not the Apostolic church, for it is impos- 
sible for sprouts to grow without a stump. As 
J. H. Worst says, to factions in the Brotherhood, 
see "Echoes from the Conflict." We ask, where 
is the church? Or is Christ divided? Is Paul 
crucified for you ? Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul ? And be that abideth not in me 
is cast lorth as a branch and is withered and men 
gather them together and cast them into the fire. 
You are not The Church because of the material 
you use in building it. If one that is called a 
Brother, leaves the church, because he wears a 
mustache, you are ready to accept him, and we 
are willing you should have all the trade. Where 
mustaches, and female hats, hoops, jewelry, 
braided hair, and costly array, where some deacons 
are ordained some not, holding the disobedient as 
a heathen man or a publican ; and The Church fel- 
lowshipping him. We repeat, you can have all 
the trade, as the world loves its own. We now 
come to the last chaffy claim : "We are the Breth- 
ren legally ; the Church having been reorganized, 
has been incorporated under the Laws of the Uni- 
ted States." Our reply to this is : I can only point 
the reader to one reorganization, and Christ did 
the work, and said, The gates of Hell should not 
prevail against it. Aud left without a photograph. 
So your patent procured according to the laws of 
the United States, is simply nonsense, when you 
claim no one can use the name Brethren. As 
time is winging us away, and our day of Grace 
will soon be over, Judgement will soon come. 
Then Christ will give us the proper appellation 
as name. But it will not be Brethren, but good 
and faithfnl servant. Amen. 

Reply. — I suppose the above article is meant 
as an answer to my tract under the title, We are 
the brethren. As it contains nothing bufchaffy" 
assertions, outside of the quotation, marks, { will 
let the reader draw his or her own conclusions. 
Just here I am reminded of a little story : 

An Irishman not long in this country, going to 
work one morning, met a serpant in bis path ; he 


gave bat*le, and the result was, the Irishman 
bruised the serpent's head. In the afternoon the 
victor returned, and he took ft look at his con- 
quered foe. What wae his surprise to see the ser- 
pent moving ? Not being used to serpent's wayB, 
he was very much surprised. Aronnd and around 
it he walked j ther* was the bruised and bloody 
head, but there was the moving tail ; he thought 
over the wonder for Borne time, and then he said : 
"The cratbure is dead, sure, bnt it is not sensible 
of the fact." The Annual Meeting serpent of tra- 
dition is dead, sure, its head has been bruised by 
the trutb, but it is not sensible of the fact; nay, 
verily. There is a weak wiggling of the tail end 
every now and then. 

John Duke MoFadhn. 
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"When Thou art Converted." 

BY B. G. F. 

This language was addressed to Peter who was 
here called by his former name Simon. 

And the Lord said "Simon, Simon, behold Sa- 
tan hath desired to have you, that be may sift you 
as wheat." But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not, and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren. 

The Lord seemed to address Peter in a very 
emphatic manner, though the other diciples were 
in a measure concerned. Satan their adversary, 
bad desired and earnestly sought permission, and 
in some degree obtained it, to take his advantage 
of the approaching time of trial, and to asBault 
them with most violent temptations, perhaps he 
hoped to completely prevail against some of them. 
Or to bring such a scandal on tfceir names as 
might prevent their future useful nass. He (Satan) 
wanted to *"sift them as wheat", or to agitate their 
minds by his inward suggestions, concurring with 
their outward perils and difficulties, as the wheat is 
tossed about in the sieve. 

"I have prayed for thee" says the Savior. Oh 
brethren and sisters let us be more earnest, more 
zealous, in the cauBC of Christian religion. If it 
required the Lord to pray for Peter that his faith 
might not fail him, how much more should we 
pray for ourselves and one another, that we may 
be truly converted to all the requirements of the 
Gospel law, that we may not encourage any ap- 
]>earanee of evil. How are we going to practice 
Paul's directions to Titus, when he says, "But 
speak thou the things which become sound doc- 
trine, that the aged men be sober, grave, temper- 
ate, sound in faith," &c. In fact it will do us 
good to study the whole chapter of Titus 2nd. 

When we are thoroughly converted to the 
cause of Christ, and the labors attending it, we 
will not close our purse strings over our thousands, 
and not contribute one dollar to support the min- 
istry, for fear that it might run into the salary 
system. And when we become converted, we will 
not start on a journey on the Lord's day, to attend 
to secular business, on purpose to Bave half a day 
on Monday. Brethren let us manifest a spirit of 
acknowledgement, confess our faults before one an- 
other, and to the church, that we may live soberly 
righteously, and Godly, in this present world; 
looking for that blessed hope, and glorious appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who gave himeatf for us, that He might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecul- 
iar people, zealous of good works. 


Every good principle is more strengthend by 
exercise, and every good affection is more strength- 
ened by its indulgence than before. Acts of vir- 
tue ripen into habits ; and the goodly and perma- 
nent results is a formation or establishment ol a 
virtuous character. — Chalmers. 

Histories make mention of one Ureinus, a 
physician, who being led to die for the Gospel and 
beginning to waver, Vitalis, a godly man stepped 
to him and, though he knew it would cost him 
his life, encouraged hi ru, saying, "What! have you 
been so industrious heretofore to preserve men's 
bodies, and will you now shrink at the saving of 
your own eoul? be courageous!" For which faith- 
fnl counsel he was condemned,"* and suffered 
accordingly. — Swinwook. *• 


Consider the Llllles. 

My morning lesson in the course of regular 
reading, was in the twelfth chapter of Luke ; and 
my mind became impressed with tho»e verses 
from the sixteenth to the thirty-fourth, exhibiting 
the folly of laying up treasures for self, and so 
missing the true riches. I was interested to see 
how graciously God sets as free from earthly 
care. The ravens have neither storehouse nor 
barn, yet God feedcth them ; the lillies neither 
toil nor spin, yet God clothes them ; and how 
beautifully clothed they are! although He \ 
knows it is only for a day or two, and then they 
are useless. It was as if my Father said," My 
child, 1 am rich in store and ability, let me think 
what 'you need to eat and drink ! Let me think 
about your drees. Do not be careful or troubled 
about these things, like those who do not know 
me as their Father, for your Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of.' " If we claim him as our 
Father, through Jesus Christ, let us treat him 
with childlike confidence. And so I began to 
praise him that tor years he had taken care of me, 
just as the word said, and I could leave with Him 
thoBe things that relate more specially io the here- 
after. Thus I was strengthened and refreshed 
for more work, thinking that my Father knowetb 
all my need. \ 

In the afternoon I went to meet with a 
little band of praying ones. Wheu our prayer 
meeting was over, one of them said," Will you go 
and have tea with tne?" We went together. 
She had been converted only a short time, and 
began to tell how much she wanted to be better 
able to read her Bible, as she could not seem to 
get into the deep things contained therein. I said 
" Oh never mind them ; get a good hold of surface 
things. 

When I am reading I take the very simplest 
look that is in the words. I find quite enough in \ 
that way for myself, and leave the deep things for 
the very wise and learned folks. 

She laughed and said," You do go into the 
deep things." 

I said you will find comfort in the simplest 
reading. Now this morning I got a great bless- 
ing in the twelfth chapter of Luke, and your little 
girl could understand the passage. I think it 
just means, Dont worry about money, or bread 
and butter because your Father in heaven knows 
you need all these things ; and so he bills you let | 
him see after them for you, and you believe in 
him and rest." And then I went on to tell her 
some of my own experience, in illustration. 

She listened earnestly, and then said," Why do 
you talk of money matters to me? Do you know 
anything of my affairs?" 

I said," How oould I? I took that lesson to 
show you how to read your Bible, as it was my 
own lesson this morning." 

" Well, then," said she, "God mu8t have meant 
it. I have been very much depressed all day. 
We are just passing through pecuniary difficulties 
which may end in our being penniless, unless 
something interferes." ^ 

. '-Well then," I said," take courage, your Father 
knoweth." 

The next day she came to me to tell me what 
wonderful words tbey were, how they had lifted 
away Jhe care, and see could trust, her Father 
with the whole thing. 

I said, "Weil, then, read the rest of your Bihle 
pretty much like that, lr;iviug the deep things to 
the wise and learned — but be sure to get the chil- 
dren^ bread from day to day." — Mary Gh-crhist. 


The rule ever to be observed is, to use that lan- 
guage which will best convey the information de- \ 
sired, or the idea which you are wishful to im- 
part. — Mac ah lay. 

When Garibaldi was thrown into prison he 
said, "Let fifty Garibaldis be thrown into prison 
but let Rome l»e free." This spirit set Italy on 
fire. When he went before a crowd of young men 
to appeal fot recruits, they asked what he had to 
offer as inducements. The old man replied, "Pov- 
erty* hardship, battles, wounds, and — victory," 
They caught his enthusiasm, threw their hats in- 
to the air, and enlisted on the spot. 
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